IT’S TIME FOR CHANGE
December 2018 Newsletter

CHANGE IS POSSIBLE!
Open Hands Global is dedicated to
providing quality education for
impoverished marginalized slum
communities of Pakistan. The
commitment is much bigger than
just to fund bursaries and transport
to attend English medium schools,
we are invested in children
succeeding and assimilating in
mainstream communities. The
children are equipped with school
uniforms, books and supported
through a robust after-school
program.
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AFTER-SCHOOL
PROGRAM
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Previously we had reported that we
were using a beneficiary home to run
the after school program for the children
attending Station school 2. Although we
were very thankful for the free space, it
was cold and we were not able to set up a
TV or a locker for a library etc. We are
excited to share that this October we were
able to afford renting a portion of a house in
the community. In order to bring the rental
space up to a usable standard we have had to
spend a substantial amount of resources. The
space has been upgraded with new paint, locks
on the door, running water for the bathroom,
ceiling fans, lights and furniture. We now have a
TV, a white board and a mini library cupboard.
There is an official office with a printer and
computer that allows us to generate handouts for
the children. We are excited as this will allow us to
add 15 more children next year with no additional
space requirement.
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Previously the children sat on a dusty floor
in an outdoor space to work on their
after-school curriculum.

The new rented
space is equipped
with a remodeled
functioning
bathroom, brand
new furniture, a
flat-screen
television and a
whiteboard.
All this was made
possible by our
generous donors
and we are so
appreciative of your
support!
This space will work
wonderfully for the
after-school
program until we
are able to
complete our
Community Centre
building project.
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EDUCATION IS THE
MOST POWERFUL
WEAPON WHICH
YOU CAN USE TO
CHANGE THE
WORLD.

Nelson Mandela
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This Christmas we want to share the story of one of our students,
Daud Younas. He is 12 years old and is in grade 6. Daud was
selected for the program in 2016 when he was 10 years old.
Daud comes from a family that has a daily income of less than $3,
lives in a 2 room home with 4 elder sisters and 2 parents, a total
of seven people. He is the first to be educated in his family.
Daud is exceptional because he was already going to a
government school when we accepted him into the program. He
was selling channa chaat (chickpea) on a street stall to pay for his
minimum school fee. The sad news is that if Daud continued the
education he was trying to give himself he would not have
improved his lot in life - in fact he might have been even more
frustrated later in life when the realization came that he was not
equipped to compete in the real world. The good news is that
Daud is now receiving quality education in an English medium
school and competes extremely well with his peers. Daud is in the
top 5 in his class and recently received an award in an essay
writing competition. Daud loves to play cricket and is torn
between his dream to become a cricketer or a doctor. He also
has a wonderful voice and his talent is blooming with new singing
lessons introduced in the after school program. We look forward
to seeing how Daud grows and excels in his many God given
talents.

DAUD’S STORY
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BUILDING A COMMUNITY CENTRE
We reported in our previous newsletter that we have acquired a piece of land within the Chak Jalal
Din community where we serve. This land is designated for a Community Centre building that
would ensure sustainability of the program and become a central hub for all community children
and youth to access essential social, educational and health programs.
The cost of building the main floor of this Centre is estimated at C$90K - We look to our donors for
their generous support and participation in our fundraising activities. We hope to break ground on
this project in 2019.

Donations of $500 or more will be recognized with a memory plaque with
your name or the name of a loved one that will be placed on a wall in the
main building of the Community Centre. For your convenience, donations
may be split into five $100 payments throughout 2019.
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FUNDRAISING IN CANADA
Garage Sale
Open hands Global had a profitable garage sale in September at the Evangel Pentecostal Church
parking lot in Oakville. Thank you to all our volunteers and everyone who donated towards making
it a huge success with a strong feedback from the local community to have another one soon. We
plan to have the next garage sale in Spring of 2019 and look forward to receiving all your lightly
used items. Please text or call Rukhsana Young at 647-229-8858 to make any donations.

Third Annual Gala
Our annual Fundraising Gala was a good time and we want to thank all of you who participated
and made it a success. Our special thanks go out to Scarborough Music Theatre Team, Amit Khan
and Fakhir Mushtaq for volunteering their time and outstanding talent to support the children.
We appreciate all our sponsors and Candles Banquet Hall for their great food. All funds raised
and donations will go towards building the Community Centre unless otherwise specified.
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FUNDRAISING
IN THE USA
Open Hands Global USA
had our first fundraiser,
“Paint for a Purpose”
event. Thirty people
attended this creative, fun
filled evening to paint a fall
pumpkin. It was a relaxed
night of sipping tea and
mingling with friends, all
for a worthy cause. We are
looking forward to hosting
another paint night in early
2019! Please visit our
Facebook page for more
details.

LOREM IPSUM
DOLOR SIT AMET
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit
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November 2018 Visit to Pakistan
A team of Open Hands Global USA and Canadian members and friends
had an opportunity to visit the children at their after school program this
November. The children did not miss this opportunity to showcase their
talent and presented songs and rhymes to the visiting group. It was a
joyful time for the kids as they received individually wrapped gifts from
the USA team.
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Performing
at the
German
Embassy
Some of our students represented Open Hands Global at a
Christmas Celebration at the German Embassy in Islamabad.
Daud, Shehryar, Mishal, Amber and Timmer sang a few jingles
in English. Other mainstream English medium schools
participated as well. The children did a wonderful job and were
appreciated by the attendees. The Embassy hosted a lunch for
them and a good time was had by all. The children were very
excited about the opportunity and we were so proud of them!
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P L E A S E C O N S I D E R PA R T N E R I N G W I T H U S - D O N AT E N O W !
www.OpenHandsGlobal.com

We are now accepting
sponsorship pledges for
the new children that will
be starting school in
March 2019.

A full sponsorship for a
student is $50/month that
covers their school fee,
transport to school, two
sets of uniforms, oxford
curriculum text books and
copies.

A pledge of $25/month
will cover for school fee
or pledge of $20/month
will cover for transport,
uniforms and books.

These are just a few of the
thousands of children in the
Chak Jalal Din slum area that
are awaiting sponsorship.
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LIFE'S MOST
PERSISTENT
AND URGENT
QUESTION IS,
'WHAT ARE
YOU DOING
FOR OTHERS?'
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
Ways to Donate
By mail: 2176 Rochester Circle, Oakville, ON L6M 5E3
*please make cheques payable to: Open Hands Global Relief and Health Programs
Phone or text to: 416-627-4873 set up a pre-authorized monthly deduction
By eTransfer: info@openhandsglobal.com

Online at: www.OpenHandsGlobal.com

All donations are tax deductible. A tax receipt will be sent to you. Canadian Registered Charity: 76779 7897 RR0001

